
The Columbia Land 
Conservancy brings 
people together to 
conserve, appreciate, 
and enjoy land.



• In 2020, CLC led a collaborative stakeholder group to 
develop a watershed-focused plan 

• The plan aimed to highlight the importance of forests, 
streams and wetlands for both people and wildlife

• The vision of the plan: 

The Taghkanic Headwaters and the lands that surround it 
support clean water for people, plants, and animals, and 
provide vital wildlife habitat connections between New York 
and New England. We envision a future Taghkanic watershed 
that is cared for by local communities and landowners to 
protect clean water and the ability of fish and wildlife to move 
across the landscape.

Brief Timeline of the Taghkanic 
Community Forest:

https://octagon-helicon-ff8j.squarespace.com/s/Hyperlinked_Docment_Final_Updated.pdf






• The Community Forest Committee is an advisory 
committee to the CLC Board

• The Mission of the committee is to plan for and steward 
the TCF

• The committee is made up of community members, CLC 
staff/board liaison

• Partnering with relevant experts tasked with developing 
guiding principles, goals, objectives, and management 
plans

• Will serve as the primary stewardship oversight body
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Taghkanic Community Forest
Community Conversation

Betsy Albert
Tim Kennelty



Why We Got Involved
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Work in 2025
● Tree Planting
● Selecting Committee 

Members and Land 
Stewards 

● Meeting with Forester
● Mapping the trails
● Preparing for June 6 

Opening
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● Why we did it?
● Met with CLC staff to 

discuss goals for tree 
planting

● Staff prepped the site:
○ removed invasives
○ augured holes
○ delivered soil and 

mulch
○ Taghkanic Fire Co. 

supplied water and 
tools

● Additional volunteers and 
staff installed deer fence

Tree Planting Preparation
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Tree Planting on May 17
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Tree Planting on May 17

● Huge success
● More than 100 volunteers 

participated
● Planted over 1,200  trees in 

one day
● Fantastic Community 

Engagement
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Tree Planting on May 17
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Tree Planting on May 17
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Tree Planting on May 17
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Tree Planting on May 17 
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Revisiting the Tree Planting Site in July 

● 80-90 percent of 
trees had survived

● Proliferation of native 
wildflowers
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Selecting Committee Members and Land Stewards in  
August
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Land Steward Training in September 
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Meeting with Forester in November
● Walked property with 

forester, Cory Creagan
● Reviewed proposed 

forest management plan 
ideas

● Visited various stands of 
the forest and discussed 
options 

● Need to prioritize work
● Preparing for June 6 
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Meeting with Forester in November
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Mapping the​​ Trails in December
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Mapping the​​ Trails in December
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Community Forest Committee Meetings  
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Preparing for June 6 Opening

● Finalize trails
● Create kiosks
● Build parking lot
● Plan opening 
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Volunteer Opportunities

● Need land stewards and 
future committee 
members

● Chance to get out and 
experience nature

● Be a part of the 
community

● Contact Patrick Knapp or 
Betsy and Tim
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Thank You And Questions
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Betsy Albert
betsyalbertfortaghkanic@gmail.com

Tim Kennelty
tjkennelty@gmail.com

Patrick Knapp
Patrick.knapp@columbialand.org

Heidi Bock
Heidi.bock@columbialand.org
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