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the lay of the land

updates from President Troy Weldy

During the month of
January, we're called to
both look back and forward.

A new year can bring the
desire to make resolutions
and imagine a better
future. And sometimes in
that imagining, it’s easy to
disregard how we came to
this present moment and to
overlook who we are now.

I've come to find that
striking a balance is

key. Reaching for the
future while respecting
the present. Striving for
more while acknowledging
the steps forward we
have taken. Honoring

the shoulders we stand
upon while contemplating
reaching higher.

I like to think that this
newsletter reflects that
notion. CLC is excited to
share the next stages of the
Countywide Conservation
Plan, where we hope to
collect feedback about your
priorities. This Plan will

be ambitious and forward-
thinking, a blueprint for
the large-scale, strategic
conservation CLC hopes to
undertake more of in the
future. It will take all of us
working together to achieve
this bold vision.

I am also humbled by the
progress CLC has made in
the nearly 40 years since

1t was begun by a group of
volunteers around a kitchen
table.

The values that inspired our
founding board members

still guide us - that working
together to care for this land
we love is one of the best

and most meaningful ways
we can make an impact on
the world. In these pages,

we honor those values:
partnering with private
landowners to voluntarily
protect their land from future
development; collaborating
with local partners to

provide meaningful outdoor
experiences; and providing
places for people to connect to
nature and find peace.

I'm proud of where we’ve
been. I'm looking forward to
where we're going next.

Troy Weldy
President

P.S. Want to chat more about
anything mentioned in this
newsletter? Be in touch at
Troy.Weldy@ColumbiaLand.
org or 518.557.1762.



Countywide Conservation Plan

Share your feedback

CLC is excited to share the launch of the next phase of the Countywide Conservation Plan. This
Plan, when completed, will serve as a guide for CLC, partner organizations, and town boards
interested in making sound conservation decisions for their communities. When completed,

the Plan will use community feedback and data to identify the most important priorities for

our local environment and our local communities. It will help CLC strategically conserve land,
prioritize resources, and best serve the people who live, work, and play in Columbia County.

Your feedback is an essential part of this plan! CLC will be hosting a series of four public
events to learn about local conservation priorities and values. The first event will be held
virtually on Zoom January 23, with others tentatively planned for March, May, and July.

To learn more about the process and register to attend the first public meeting, please visit
ColumbiaLand.org/CountywidePlan. If you can’t attend the meeting, but would like to join a
special mailing list to stay informed, please register to join anyway, and we’ll send a recording!




Land added to Lake Taghkanic

CLC acts quickly to purchase land

Thanks to the generosity and good stewardship of
landowner Helene D. Jaffe, 152 acres adjacent to

Lake Taghkanic State Park acquired by the Columbia
Land Conservancy (CLC) in 2021 was recently sold to
the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation, and
Historic Preservation. Adding this property to the park
will enhance the trail network and keep a zone of land
between the park and any nearby development.

“Purchasing this property is a win for the environment
and everyone who enjoys visiting Lake Taghkanic
State Park,” says Troy Weldy, President of the
Columbia Land Conservancy. “Not only is this land
incredible wildlife habitat, it will also make it possible
to expand the park’s trail system. CLC is grateful to
The Peter and Carmen Lucia Buck Foundation for a
loan they provided that enabled us to quickly purchase
this property and protect it from potential future
development.”

Samascott Orchards

Family works with CLC and Scenic
Hudson to protect farm with voluntary
conservation agreement

Samascott Orchards is a thriving family farm that’s
been providing people in Kinderhook with delicious
food since the early 1900s. Originally a 110-acre fruit
farm, it expanded into dairy farming in the 1940s.
Under the leadership of the second-generation farmer,
Oliver Samascott, the farm grew to its current nearly
1,000 acres during the 1950s and 1960s, adding apple
orchards along the way. By 1966, the farm shifted its
focus from dairy to fruit, stopping milk production in
1969 and starting a pick-your-own apple business.

Today, Samascott Orchards grows a wide range of
fruits and vegetables, including over 70 types of
apples. The farm now spans 110 acres of fruit orchards,
50 acres of other fruits, 50 acres of vegetables, 30

acres of corn, 2 acres of chickens for eggs, and 400
acres for raising a 100-head herd of Angus cattle.




Three wonderful winter wanders

Quiet forests at Borden’s
Catch views of the Catskills through the bare trees.

+  Park at 1628 Route 203, Ghent (Just outside the Village
of Chatham)
Take the Streamside Trail all the way through the site to
junction #4, then turn right onto the Tamarack Trail. We
recommend avoiding the steeper hill and reconnecting with
the Streamside Trail shortly after Junction #2.
Trail details: 1.4 miles of packed earth trail with some exposed
tree roots and bog bridges and a maximum grade of 17%. May
be icy and slippery during winter.

Sledding at Siegel-Kline Kill
Take a ride down Hawk Hill.

Park at 1452 Church Street, Ghent - the address may also
appear as County Road 21.

Follow the Meadow Loop to the left from the parking lot.

Trail details: 0.5 miles, not including steps taken up and down

the hill! Trail is a flat, open, grass path with a maximum grade
of 16%.

Spectacular sunsets at Ooms
Catch the rays from one of the new boardwalk benches.

+  Park at 480 Rock City Road, Chatham, NY.

+  Take the Pond Loop around the pond, or as far as you'd like to
go! Numerous benches are available, perfect for watching the
sun set.

Trail details: 1.5 miles. The trail is a mowed grass path with
a maximum grade of 14%. This trail may be slippery or icy in
winter, be careful!

Ooms, Chatham
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Columbia Land Conservancy
49 Main Street

Chatham, NY 12037
Columbialand.org
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Community Conversation: Great Backyard Bird Count
Affordable Farmland & Conservation February 15
January 21 8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. Ooms, Chatham
Zoom
Volunteer Orientation

Community Conversation: February 13
Libraries & Conservation 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
February 18 Zoom

6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

Zoom —— _ _
D=0 Register in advance!
oF,

By AT Visit Columbialand.org/events
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R Text “hello” to 518.535.3252
.@"i?&h oy, Scan the QR code




