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Glossary of Terms

Algonquian: Used by linguists to describe a widespread North
American language subfamily that is classified within the primary
Algic language family.

0 Algonquian should not be confused with Algonquin,
which is the colonial-era name of an indigenous
community of the Ottawa River Valley in Canada.

Lenape: From /on- ‘real, original, common’ and —aapeew ‘man’ and
meaning ‘human being.” The title used by local native peoples to
describe themselves. Also spelled Lunaapeew and, in the Mohican
language, Anuniapaaw.

Delawaran Languages: a genetic subgroup of closely-related
Eastern Algonquian languages that includes Mohican (upper
Hudson Valley), Munsee (lower Hudson/upper Delaware Valley),
& Unami (Delaware Valley/Coastal Plain). All three languages
descend from a common ancestral language & formed a dialect
continuum stretching from Delaware Bay to Lake Champlain.
Munsee: a Delawaran language, most closely related to Unami, and
once spoken in the lower Hudson Valley and upper Delaware
Valley; the word derives from an important location (Minisink
Island in the Delaware River). Still spoken as a first language by
one elderly speaker on the Moraviantown Reserve in Ontario
Delaware Indians: collective name coined by colonists in the 18"
century for all speakers of Lenape dialects (derives from Delaware
River Indians); similarly, the name River Indians was once used for
all native people from the Hudson and Delaware Rivers

Mohican: from Mrtibeckuneew, ‘Great Ebb Tide Person;’ the name
used by speakers of Mohican dialects for themselves. The variant
‘Mahican’ is often used by linguists and ethnohistorians; Mohican
has not been spoken as a first language since about 1940.

Iroquoian: An entirely different language family that includes languages

such as Mohawk, Seneca, Wendat, Tuscarora and Cherokee (among

others). On the eve of colonization, Iroquoian-speaking communities were

found to the west of the Appalachians (west of the eastern Mohawk Valley).

Contemporary Iroquoian peoples in the Northeast refer to themselves as

Haudenosaunee (a word that basically means “People of the Longhouse”).
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Introduction

The Columbia County landscape has changed dramatically over the past
thousand years. In the centuries before colonization, local indigenous
communities practiced a system of land management that enhanced
biodiversity and resilience in ways we are only just beginning to understand.
Early eyewitness descriptions of the landscape of Columbia County are,
unfortunately, rare before the beginning of the 19 century. However, an
array of resources — including (but not limited to) colonial written records,
archaeological reports, linguistic studies, and palynological studies — can help
reconstruct an otherwise vanished world." And the lasting impact of native
land management practices is arguably still visible today in the composition
of local plant communities today. Subsequently, the stories that these records
and that living plants can tell us can open up an otherwise hidden world. This
report paints a picture of the landscape at each of Columbia Land
Conservancy’s public conservation areas and the surrounding region in the
century before colonization.

The Columbia Land Conservancy protects lands in a substantial portion of
Mibheckunik, the traditional Hudson Valley homeland of the Mohican
Nation. The arrival of Dutch colonists in the early 17* century and the New
Englanders that followed them would change the region forever. In the
decades following the American Revolution, these Eastern Algonquian
speakers were forced out of their remaining lands after two centuries of
fighting to preserve their sovereignty and way of life. Today, the Mohican
Nation’s government is located on the reservation of the Stockbridge-Munsee
Band of Mohican Indians in Bowler, Wisconsin.” But for centuries, the
Mobhicans were the sole inhabitants of all of Columbia County, and the
original stewards of the upper half of the Hudson Valley.

* Descendants are also found in the three Delaware Indian communities of Ontario (Munsee,
Moraviantown, and Grand River) and two of Oklahoma (Delaware Tribe and Delaware
Nation).
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The Mohican People

According to oral testimony, the collective Anundapaaw or Lenape ancestors
of the Mohican people have always been a people of water. In ancient times,
they dwelled on a body of water with great tides far to the northwest.” After
many centuries of movement eastward, they finally found a new homeland
on five great rivers — the Potomac, Susquehanna, Delaware, Hudson and
Connecticut.” The tidal estuary of the Hudson River was particularly
reminiscent of their ancient homeland, and so they named this river
Maheekunibtukw, or ‘Great Tidal River,” in memory of their origin. Their
migration legend is supported by archaecological, linguistic, and genetic
evidence.” Today, many linguists agree that the Proto-Algonquian language,
ancestral to the Mohican language, developed over two thousand years ago in
the forests along Lake Superior. And even farther back in time, Algic speakers
— ancestral to the Proto-Algonquians — seem to have migrated eastward from
an original homeland on the Columbia River Plateau in present-day Oregon
and Idaho." Proto-Algonquian speakers spread eastward, settled in places such
as the Hudson Valley and, over the generations, new languages developed.

For generations, the Mohican people and their other Lenape relatives dwelled
peacefully in Méheekunik on both sides of their namesake river." They lived
on the once abundant fertile islands of the Hudson River estuary north of
Stockport Creek and inland along tributary streams such as Kinderhook
Creek and the Hoosic River. The Mohican Nation’s lands on the eastern
shore stretched in the south from Stissing Mountain to Stockport Creek and
north all the way to Wood Creek (now part of the Champlain Canal) and the
southeastern shores of Lake Champlain. On the western shore of the Hudson,
their lands stretched northward from the Vloman Kill, and included Cohoes
Falls, the lower reaches of the Mohawk River and the famous herring fishing
camps of Amesohatik (‘Where Herrings Spawn’), what is now called Saratoga
Lake. Other Mohican families had long ago crossed castward over the
Taconic Mountains and settled along a narrow, winding river in a place that

" This is a brief summary of four versions of the Mohican oral legend of their ancient
migration recorded in the 18" and 19" centuries.

*The Mohican memory of a origin on a tidal body of water may be a memory of the Pacific
Coast; the Great Lakes are not tidal.

#In fact, Eetoowakaam — ‘Both Sides of the River’ — was a hereditary name carried by
multiple Mohican leaders from the 17 through the 19™ centuries.
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they named Wabsarunik, ‘Beyond the Mountains, today called the
Housatonic.

The Mobhicans were allied with related New England Algonquian
communities of the Connecticut River watershed. There, they counted as
close friends those of Sokoki (Brattleboro area), Pocumtuc (Deerfield area),
Norwottuck (Northampton area), Agawam (Springfield area), Tunxis
(Hartford area), and, closer by, the tribes of Wyantenock (the Lower
Housatonic) and Pojassick/Woronoco (the Westfield River)." Eventually, the
Mohican language came to exhibit influence by these neighboring Eastern
Algonquian languages of New England; in turn, the Mohican language
influenced them.” This was likewise the case with a number of Lenape groups
to the south who came to call themselves Waapiingiw and who dwelled along
the eastern shore of the Hudson River from the headwaters of their namesake
Wappinger Creek in Dutchess County near Stissing Mountain south to the
island of Manhattan. Over the course of the 17" century, the coalesced
Waapiingw or Wappinger People became a part of the larger Mohican
Nation.’

The Mohicans also had strong allies among their close relatives, the Catskill
Indians, whose lands lay to the southwest. Although speakers of a Mohican
dialect, colonial-era records demonstrate that this group was autonomous
from the larger Mohican Nation, and distinct southwestern vs northeastern
regional clusters of Late Woodland/protohistoric archaeological sites in this
part of the Hudson Valley confirm the territorial boundaries described by the
Mohicans and Catskill Indians later in the 17" and 18" centuries.® Likewise,
linguists note the former existence of at least two major Mohican dialects,
which have been classified as Western and Eastern Mahican, and which may
relate to these two groups (and might more accurately then be called Southern

and Northern).”

Catskill Indian land stretched south of the Vloman Kill on the western shore
of the Hudson River, including the upper Schoharie Valley. Their largest
community was that of Pabkwaayek, near present-day Leeds, NY. They also

" These groups — along with the majority of Nipmucs from farther east in Massachussetts —
became the the refugee community of Schaghticoke on the Hoosic River in Mohican
Country after their defeat by the English in King Philip’s War. Between the 1680s and
1750s, the entire Hoosic Schaghticoke community immigrated north in many waves to
Canada. Their descendants live today in the Odanak and Akwesasne Reserves in Canada, but
a number of families also joined the Stockbridge Mohican community between the 1730s
and 1760s and have descendants on the Mohican Reservation in Wisconsin.
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had territory on the eastern shore of the Hudson River below Stockport Creek
along present-day Claverack/Taghkanic Creeks and likely along the lower
reaches of the Roeliff-Jansen Kill. They frequently intermarried with the
Esopus Indians to their south and with other Mohican people to their north
and east.®

The Mobhicans and their neighbors were and are a matrilineal society. Each
individual belongs to their mother’s lineage or clan. In the past, there were
likely very many clans.” Each was grouped into one of three groups or
phratries. These groups are Toonbaaw or Turtle, Prokwseer or Round Foort,
and Nahamaw or Turkey. Known
clans included Box Turtle, Snapping
Turtle, (possibly Map) Turtle and
Yellow Eel in Toonbaaw, Bear, Wolf,
Dog, and Opossum/Marten in
Prokwseet, and Turkey, Heath Hen,
Heron (and possibly Deer) in
Nahamaw.’ Like their neighbors, the
chief sachem of the Mohican Nation
as a whole was usually selected from
the Toonbaaw or Turtle Phratry."

His position was inherited from a
maternal uncle or from an older
brother, and the position itself was
elected by the female leader of the
clan (such as his mother or sister)
with the approval of a council. He
held his place of council, or

Papotaawasubt, in an island

community called Skwutak, “The “Etow Oh Koam (Nicholas), King of the River Nation” by

Fireplace’ (Which is to day known Jan Verelst (1710). The turtle at his feet signifies his clan.

1t
as Lower Schodack Island). Library and Archives of Canada, C-092421

" At least twelve former clans are known. The upheaveal caused by dramatic population
declines, land loss, wars and culture change led to the disappearance of most clans by the 19%
century.

 Records indicate that, over the course of the 17% and 18® centuries, head sachems were also
selected from the Wolf and Bear Clans. Likewise, the location of Skwutak may have shifted
over the course of the 17" and 18" centuries, so that by the early 18" century its final
traditional location was on namesake Lower Schodack Island. In the 20™ century, the
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Each one of these clans was led by a hereditary clan leader or wayawew and
would have inherited one or more watersheds on tributary streams of the
Hudson River with the main stem of the stream as a core, forming
communities of one descent with territorial boundaries upstream. Such a
community, or ootanay, centered on the house of the hereditary clan leader,
or Big House. This large structure was built to accommodate large numbers
of people, acting as a center for political dialogue and public ceremonies. The
Big House was also large in order to accommodate the multiple wives that
the leader might have; these supported the leader by helping to grow and
cook surplus maize and other food for public ceremonies, to help those in
need, and for hosting guests.'” The other members of the community built
their one or two-family homes or wiikwabhman (from which wigwam is
derived) nearby, safely above spring floods on the terraces or benches of land
that sometimes border rich floodplains. They were placed here and there,
sometimes over several miles.'”"

The people of the votanay inherited a territory that generally encompassed
the extent of a watershed; every member understood their inherited territorial
bounds with exactness.'* Signatures on land deeds indicate that Nahamaw or
Turkey communities were found exclusively among the Catskill Indians and
among the Mohican communities of the Roeliff Jansen watershed and
adjacent northwestern Connecticut. Toonbaaw (Turtde) and Prokwseer
(Round Foot, e.g. Wolf and Bear) clan communities seem to have been much
more common to the north and east among the Mohicans proper in the
Kinderhook Creek watershed, the upper Hudson River and the upper
Housatonic. Territorial boundaries were well known to all, and were marked
by ridges, streams, and sometimes, by huge stone monument piles.” One

formerly-neighboring Western Abenakis of Odanak remembered that Skwutak or Schodack
was a place of two council fires, side by side, possibly representing the most prominent Turtle
and Wolf/Bear Phratries of the Mohican Nation (Day, 1994).

" The word ootanay derives from Proto-Algonquian *ogegven ‘settlement,” directly related to
the word ‘totem’ (as found in some Northeastern and Central Algonquian languages), both
deriving from *o:te: ‘household group, dwelling, camp.” In the Lenape languages, the word
describes a spread out settlement or even the entire district belonging to it, which might
cover considerable territory.

"The majority of known stone monument piles were dismantled by settlers over the course
of the 19" century for building stone fences or house foundations. These monument piles
were significantly larger than any of the numberless stone piles found today in former 19®
century agricultural fields. The huge network of stone fences, old stone foundations, and
stone heaps found throughout the Columbia County landscape and the rest of the Hudson
Valley today was created primarily by early 19 century New England settlers.
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particularly prominent stone monument pile (made up of three heaps) was
located at what is now a corner between the Towns of Taghkanic and
Claverack at the height of the Central Hills. This marked the boundary
between the Mohicans to the east and the Catskill Indians to the west.” There
are records of at least six other stone monument piles that served similar
purposes and could be found on both sides of the Hudson River, near to the

Housatonic, the Schoharie, and Susquehanna.'®
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A depiction of the monument pile that marked a boundary between the
Catskill Indians and Mohicans, from 1714 map by John Beatty: “A
survey of the mannor of Livingston Manor”

Huntington Library Manuscript Collections, mssHM 15446

In many places, rivers function as political, linguistic, and cultural
boundaries. In the Hudson Valley and Eastern Woodlands, however, rivers
rarely function as boundaries. Instead, they usually form the heart of a
people’s homeland or territory. Five centuries ago, on the eve of colonization,
the Mohicans and other Hudson Valley native people farmed corn, squash,
beans, sunflowers, tobacco, and other crops in abkehdakun or swiddens in the
fertile floodplains of creeks and on select islands in the Hudson River, almost
exclusively growing their crops in sandy or silt loams (see accompanying
maps). In the springtime and early summer, they traveled downstream
towards the river to catch anadromous shad, herring, striped bass and Atlantic
sturgeons and to harvest freshwater mussels, turtles and edible aquatic plants.
In the late autumn, after the maize harvest, they traveled upstream toward
the headwaters of streams and camped in the forested hills or mountains.
There, they hunted for deer and elk, frequently with the aid of fire, and
gathered hickory nuts, butternuts and chestnuts. Later in the winter, some
families traveled even farther into the interior on dakamak or snowshoes to
hunt for bears, moose and for beavers for one or two months in the Taconic
and Green Mountains."”



Imagining the Precontact Landscape
Plant Communities as Relics of Indigenous Land Management

Decades of research has demonstrated that Northeastern locales dominated
by fire-tolerant white oak trees tend to be found in the uplands around
known areas of indigenous occupation and horticulture. In contrast, areas
dominated by more mesic, fire-intolerant tree species, such as sugar maple,
hemlock and American beech, tend to be found in lightly-utilized buffer
zones between linguistically-distinct indigenous territories. Around six
hundred years ago, the tree species composition changed dramatically in the
Northeast as a whole. Research has revealed a rapid decline in mesic climax
tree species, such as eastern hemlock and American beech, and a rapid
increase in the dominance of white oaks and other oak species.'® Early written
descriptions of Eastern Woodlands indigenous land management practices
and some archaeological evidence consistently asserts the use of fire as a land
management technique. Therefore, an anthropogenic source of the low
intensity burns responsible for this change in tree species is certain.

Native peoples practiced burning to clean the woods and to assist in hunting.
As a side effect, the low-intensity burns enhanced edible and medicinal plant
species diversity as well as forage for white-tailed deer, Eastern elk, wild
turkeys, heath hens, bobwhite quails, and other species. One of the side
effects included an increase in edible mast species, such as white oaks, in the
yield and abundance of pioneer species of trees such as hickories, and a greater
abundance of fruiting shrubs that thrive after burns or disturbance, such as
blackberries, blueberries, huckleberries, American hazelnut and hawthorns.
The burning would have also increased fruit yield and sweetness due to
increased sunlight, decreased plant competition, and increased nutrient input
from ashes. The increase in white oak trees also had the side effect of
supporting a rich diversity of insect species; white oaks in particular support
hundreds more lepidoptera species than any other native tree along with
katydids and walking sticks.” In turn, the abundant caterpillars (as well as
the sweet acorns) support great numbers of birds and other fauna.

In fact, higher diversity in edible mast/fruit tree species today still correlates
with areas of known Late Woodland indigenous communities, and not just
because of burning: although rare, archaeological, written, and oral evidence
also point to active planting of select tree species and a few edible plants.”
Multiple important food species — including the black walnut (Juglans nigra),
American plum (Prunus americana), and triploid varieties of the American
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groundnut (Apios americana) — have disjunct populations that seem to be
connected with the lowland areas where native horticulturalists were
concentrated.

Unfortunately, detailed written accounts of the landscape in Columbia
County are almost non-existent before the end of the 18" century, and the
landscape had likely already significantly changed by the late 17" century, by
which point the native population had been reduced by ~90% from decades
of imported pandemics. The few late 17" century and early 18" century
descriptions depict the interior as rocky, forested hills with a lowland
landscape dominated by young growth of white oak trees (indicating
relatively recent disturbance by low intensity burns) and dotted with
swamps.”' Sometimes, river valleys in the uplands are described in journals
and surveys as dominated by tall, thin white pines, an indicator of recent
disturbance (likely former beaver ponds). 17" century land deeds mostly
focus on the most fertile, treeless lowlands, primarily in the western part of
the county, and describe them as largely free of dense forest and with
hundreds of acres of already cleared land in the floodplains for indigenous
agriculture.

This mosaic landscape is supported by other research: indigenous prescribed
burns did not affect the entire landscape, as burns happened more frequently
in some areas than in others. The farther one goes from concentrated pockets
of indigenous communities, such as along the lower sections of tributaries of
the Hudson River, the more the forest became (and still becomes) dominated
by mesic climax tree species. In fact, multiple analyses of early colonial land
surveys in the Northeast as a whole have revealed a wider regional landscape
still mostly dominated by American beech (Fagus grandifolia) in the interior
regions (i.e., buffer zones) that were barely utilized by native people, and the
domination of oaks (specifically, Quercus alba and Q. velutina) in lowland
areas that are historically and archaeologically known to have supported the
majority of indigenous populations in the Late Woodland/Protohistoric
Period, the era just before and after initial colonization.”

We can thus imagine a mosaic of different habitats: maize swiddens,
meadows, fallow thickets, and floodplain forest in and around fertile creek
floodplains closer to the Hudson River and Harlem Valley; white oak and
hickory-dominated savanna and forest patches in the adjacent uplands; and a
mosaic of forest habitats, ranging from chestnut oak/chestnut in rocky places
to darker beech and hemlock-dominated forests and extensive swamps
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covering vast swathes of interior regions, ravines, and the difficult-to-burn

banks of the Hudson River.
This book explores the major habitats of Columbia County through

Columbia Land Conservancy’s public conservation areas, taking note of how
the indigenous Mohican residents would have shaped each plant community
there and describing the importance of select species in Hudson Valley native
culture. Four sections are explored: the shores of the Hudson River and
Claverack Creek, the uplands surrounding the Green River, the diverse
landscape of the Harlem Valley and Taghkanic Mountains, and the
historically important Kinderhook Creek watershed.



Chapter 1: The Kinderhook Creek Watershed
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Early records and land deeds indicate that the watershed of Kinderhook
Creek and tributaries, such as the Kline Kill, was an area of concentrated
settlement for the Mohican People in the 17" and 18" centuries. Some
archacological evidence demonstrates intense use of the area in the
immediately-preceding Late Woodland Period.” The fertile floodplain soils
were and are excellent for growing maize and other traditional crops. The
Mobhican capital on the Hudson River, located on the islands of Schodack,
was in close proximity, along with the seasonal fishing resources of Stockport
Creek and the Hudson River itself (fishing camps for anadramous species
were rarely farther than five to ten miles away from any settdlement). And a
series of well-worn trails followed the Kinderhook Creek eastward to winter
hunting territories in the Taconic and Green Mountains (see map). Close to
three dozen Mohican place names were recorded in the Kinderhook Creek
watershed, some of which — such as Tackawasick, Wyomanock, and a few
others — are still in use today. Analysis of these place names, when possible,
can reveal much about the precontact cultural and environmental landscape.

The Kinderhook Creek seems to have been called Pasanthkak, perhaps from
Pasahikook, ‘Swollen River (Place).” Early records and some archaeological
evidence indicate that the fertile floodplain soils of much of the length of
Kinderhook Creek and its tributaries were
cultivated by the Mohican People. Each
floodplain or flat, which might be
differentiated from another by natural
boundaries (such as an oxbow, a ridge, or
feeder streams), was named. The names for
many defined floodplains are found in land

deeds and early maps. Later descriptions of ¢ pendant found near Stockport
displaced native people from the region note  Creek, Woodland Period.

that the average family cleared, planted and
maintained an abkehdakun or swidden of NMAI Collecrions, 816229
one to three acres in size in the flats adjacent to their wikwahm or house.
Every few years, an equivalent quantity of land would have been left to lie
fallow for as long as two to three decades to restore the soil. This was a
necessity: within a few years, a planted swidden lost fertility or might become
infested with insect pests. As a result, a single community of one hundred
families might be surrounded by two to six hundred acres of cleared land in

various stages of cultivation or succession.
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In the immediate uplands surrounding the bottomland oozanay, the periodic
spread of low intensity spring fires from clearing the swiddens, intentional
burns from autumn deer drives, and intentional autumn or spring burns for
the simple purpose of clearing out the understory also created a mostly open
landscape. Subsequently, stretches of lowland in western and southeastern
Columbia and adjacent counties were described (or hinted) as mostly treeless
or as oak savanna in colonial records. Following the trail of the earliest land
deeds is a good way to determine which areas were the most treeless in the
precontact period. In Columbia County, the earliest land deeds focused on
the most treeless and fertile areas, primarily around modern-day Claverack
(Rensselaer Lower Manor), Ancram (Livingston Manor), and Kinderhook
(Van Rensselaer Manor and Kinderhook Patent).

As another example, after having sold their best lands in Catskill/Leeds and
Coeymans in the previous century, the Catskill Indians then sold their land
around Freechold Flats in 1717, three to five decades before selling
neighboring parcels, revealing an area (corroborated by a period map) of
significantly cleared land surrounded by a largely forested region. In contrast,
tree species noted in early accounts of the clay-dominated soils of the
generally high banks of the Hudson River — along with ravines and some
wetlands — indicate little to no burning in these areas, either from natural fire
breaks or because these areas were not a priority to burn. This resulted in a
mosaic of older forest in ravines and closer to the river, sometimes dominated
by hemlock and beech, surrounded by oak-dominated forests and savannas
in various stages of succession.

The plain of deep sand in the region around lower Kinderhook Creek and its
tributaries (downstream of the confluence with the Valatie Kill) once
supported a forest dominated by pitch pines and associated species, such as
various oaks and an understory of New Jersey tea (Ceanothus velutinus), sweet
fern (Comptonia peregrina), heaths and fire dependent herbaceous species
(including sundial lupine/ Lupinus perennis). Many rare or uncommon species
of high medicinal value for native people — including spotted beebalm
(Monarda  punctata), goat's rue (Tephrosia virginiana), butterflyweed
(Asclepias tuberosa), and teaberry (Gaultheria procumbens) — in addition to the
aforementioned sweet fern and New Jersey Tea — would likely have been
found in this habitat. Edible species of importance that would have thrived
here  include  various  blueberry and  huckleberry  species
(Vaccinium/Gaylusaccia spp.), hazelnuts (Corylus spp.), dwarf chinkapin oaks
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(Quercus prinoides), blackberry species (Rubus spp.), and wood lilies (Lilium
philadelphicum).

This pine bush, which included kettle ponds, stretched northward for over
fifteen miles towards modern-day namesake East Greenbush, arching around
the core of the Mohican Nation in the once island-rich region of the Hudson
River that stretches from the mouth of Stockport Creek to the extent of the
tide in the north. The proximity of this pine bush to the main settlements of
the Mohican People would have proved beneficial to its maintenance because
of both intentional and occasional accidental burns. The historic record
reveals that the many areas of deep sand soils, which are found in much of
the mid to upper Hudson Valley (as a result of Glacial Lake Albany), once
supported many fire-dependent pitch pine-oak habitats.”* With regular
prescribed burns by the Mohican People, pitch pine barren ecosystems were
once far more common, dominating large swathes of Mohican territory from
Kinderhook to Lake George. In fact, these deep sand soil areas overlap almost
perfectly with the territory of the Mohican Nation, and few to none are found
in the Hudson Valley outside of Mohican Country.

It is highly likely that the Kinderhook pine bush supported a huge diversity
of flora and fauna that are now rare or extirpated, including eastern hognose
snakes and Fowler’s toads, redheaded woodpeckers, bobwhite quails, and the
now-extinct heath hen. Likewise, pitch pine-oak-heath forests would have
supported an array of plant medicines that are important to the Mohican
People to this day, including sweet fern, New Jersey tea, bearberry and
sumacs, as well as abundant wild fruit, such as blueberry species,
huckleberries, juneberries, chokeberries and blackberries. And the resin-rich
fatwood collected from rotted pitch pine stumps was extensively used for
candles to illuminate indoor spaces and in the torches used for nocturnal
fishing for sturgeon and eels. (The pitch pines were still noted as abundant in
the Kinderhook area as recently as the 1930s, but very few and scattered
specimens exist today).”

Bodies of water in this pine bush included the meandering shores and
wetlands of Kinderhook Lake, which seem to have given it the name
Wiikaskeewakook ‘Crooked Grassy Banks.” Known to early settlers as the
Great Fish Lake, this unique body of water would have provided local
Mobhican people with a food supplement during the winter months, when
kwunoosaak or chain pickerel would have been speared through holes in the
ice. Rushes for mats and bags and edible wetland plants, including arrow
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arum (Peltandra virginica) and cranberries (Vaccinium macrocarpon), would
also have been gathered here, and migratory waterfowl hunted in season.

Upstream and east of Kinderhook Lake, the terrain becomes hillier, rockier
and a highly variable mix of glacial dll; the landscape is dominated by
drumlins or oval hills created by the former ice sheets dragging and shaping
debris. Early land surveys indicate that this area was dominated by a mix of
white/black oak forest. % This was likely created by proximity to the nearby
Mobhican settlements in the lowlands. Early maps and land deeds also indicate
some lowland areas dominated by white pines and black birch (thus likely in
succession), and stretches of seldom-burned forest made up of beech,
hemlock and sugar maples. In this upland area, one Kinderhook Creek
tributary, the Kline Kill, stands out as particularly important to local
Mobhican People in the colonial era.

The Kline Kill, ‘Little Creek’ in Hudson Valley Dutch, is a major tributary
of Kinderhook Creek. An early land deed for the area around the stream,
along with a later sale, reveal the Mohican name Nakawekassuck. Only two
early transcriptions exist, and it is entirely possible that an original letter ‘W’
in one inscription was transcribed as ‘m,” an extremely common mistake. In
this case, the name might have been Nakawahkoosik or Nakawahkoosi-Seepoos
meaning ‘Sandy Hill River’ (perhaps for the sandy hill directly east of the
Kline Kill’s confluence with Kinderhook Creek). The confluence of the Kline
Kill with Kinderhook Creek seems to have been a place of importance. An
area of vast, arable flats mixed with wetlands called Pompoenik, mentioned
repeatedly in colonial records until the end of the 18" century, was located at
this confluence in the floodplains of the Kinderhook, and would have
supported a great acreage of maize and other crops.” The name likely derives
from Panpabnek “Where the River Overflows.’

In 1671, an area of concentrated Mohican settlement with a fortification for
protection was located nearby somewhere up the Kline Kill.”” Although the
1671 period was an era of near-constant warfare between the Mohicans and
their allies against the Five Nations (which necessitated protection), the fort’s
presence also indicates a likely earlier strategic importance of this location

" A local Mohican leader, with the same name or more likely, nickname, appears on land
deeds and other records for the Kinderhook Creek watershed and Schodack Islands. He was
of the Deer Clan. Another place with a potentially identical name (and similar soil) called
Pompanuck can still be found far to the north of Mohican Country on White Creek, a
tributary of the Walloomsac River.
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and, because palisades were built by Hudson Valley native peoples as places
of retreat in times of war, also indicates a large population in its vicinity.
Another early sale of land at the confluence of Kinderhook Creek with the
Kline Kill (1684) described 800 acres of already cleared, arable land in a series
of six floodplains. The sellers in this document included Turkey Clan
member Sickaneek, who had earlier sold Catskill Indian land in Claverack
and likely had rights to the Kinderhook land by marriage (or alternatively,
through his father), and Pichketay, noted elsewhere as a Mohican female
sachem of some importance in the 1680s.

Half a century later, a more exact location of the nucleated settlement and
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A 17" century depiction of a Mohican stronghold during times of war.

“Belgii novi, anglie nove, et partis Virginia novissima delineatio” from Jan Jansson's Atlantis

majoris. Library of Congress, G3715 1657 .J2

stronghold is possibly revealed in a 1733 land deed for the upper reaches of
the Kline Kill (where it forks into Punsit Creek and Indian Brook). Here, we
find the place name Kaghkamekack, possibly from Kahkiameekok, meaning
‘Old Grounds/Enclosure.” (Alternatively, the name could derive from
Kaaxikaamihaak or Crossroads).” In fact, the current place name, “Indian
Brook,” may itself be a record of the important place Kaghkamekack. The
1733 land deed was to two wealthy Albany merchants, Gerrit Johannes
Lansingh and Robert Lansingh, who had apparently befriended local

Mohicans. The native sellers included the chief sachem of the Mohican
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Nation in the early 18" century, Ampamit Sinho, along with his (likely half)

brother Manonamp Sinho and other relatives and local leaders.”

In this era, chief sachem Ampamit Sinho dwelled in a small village on Lower
Schodack Island (called Manaahnook, The Island and often called Mahican
Island by the Dutch), which was described as fortified in the 1740s. This was
the location of the Mohican capital in the first half of the 18" century.
Records indicate that the Sinho family was comprised of at least four sons of
an earlier Catskill Indian leader named Sinho. Their varying clan signatures
on different deeds indicates two or three different mothers and the
importance of matrilineality; their patrilineal surname was a practice likely
borrowed from their colonial neighbors. Two of the sons, at least — Ampamit
and Nawanaqugheet — were the sons of Mohican Wolf Clan mother
Wanaghakea, who maintained land in the Schodack-Kinderhook region and
whose mother was likely the sister of important 17" century Mohican chief
sachem Skiwias.” That other sellers on the 1733 deed — such as Paghapeet and
the sachem Kaghawap — also signed with Wolf Clan pictographs reveals that
this region may have been held collectively by a Wolf Clan (or, at least, that
the Wolf Clan was important to the area).

The use of initials by some of the sellers indicates some familiarity with
writing (if not actual literacy), and the two Sinho brothers on this deed had
been signing with initials since 1717.” Interestingly, after this 1733 deed,
records for the leader Kaghawap shift; between the late 1730s and 1750s, he
appears as a witness or seller on three decades of land deeds exclusively in
Catskill Indian territory on the west side of the Hudson River. This indicates
his likely marriage to a woman of that region (and subsequent relocation).
This is one of many examples of matrilocality and exogamy among the native
peoples of the Hudson Valley. Men frequently moved into their wives’
communities, even if they belonged to a different political or ethnolinguistic
group, and once there, were responsible for that community’s support.

" Another place name noted in the 1733 deed likely describes the long, steep bluff on the
north bank of the Kline Kill immediately upstream: Sheepeewakesik ‘Extended Banks.’

" In contrast, two of the Sinho brothers, Manonamp and Tawahees, seem to have belonged to
the Heath Hen Clan.
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Seller signatures from 1733 Indian deed to Gerrit Johann
Lansingh and Robert Lansingh for a tract of land called
KaghkamekackAt least four of the sellers belonged to the
Wolf Clan;in this deed, two drew Wolf Clan signatures.

NYS Archives, A02728 V11, p. 131.
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Local Mohicans continued to live and farm in the Kinderhook Creck
watershed until at least the 1750s. One of their last recorded communities
was Kaunaumeek (near Brainard, NY), a community located just upstream
that briefly became the seat of a Protestant mission. However, the draw of
the growing Protestant mission in Whuaxkwhtukook (‘River Head' or
Stockbridge on the Housatonic River to the north) was strong. As early as
1737, chief sachem Ampamit’s son and grandchildren were baptized at the
Stockbridge Mission. The family eventually transferred there and would
remain prominent members for generations to come, and are now ancestors
of many people in the Mohican Nation today.

Their decision to move to the Stockbridge Mission in Massachussetts Bay
Colony was partially due to environmental degradation: by the early 1740s,
the Mohican leadership complained that settlers in the Kinderhook Creek
watershed had “Spoiled Our Hunting [.]”* They were also leaving the core
of their homeland in New York because of the overreaching of the Van
Rensselaer family (who were deeply intertwined with New York Colony
politics). In the upper stretches of Kinderhook Creek, the Van Rensselaers
could produce multiple deeds proving that they had legally bought the land
from the native proprietors. To the south, the Van Rensselaers believed that
their Claverack Manor patent took in much more land than the local Catskill
Indians and Mohicans had actually sold. The conflict over Claverack Manor
reached one dramatic head in 1730.

The earliest land transactions and associated documents (1630s-1650s)
indicate that both colonists and indigenous proprietors had initially stcruggled
to understand the meaning of the sales and how to accommodate one
another. For example, after the sale of Claverack in 1649, fifty native
proprietors stayed at the patroon’s house for three days, where they were
entertained “...with beer and food, the sachems with strong beer and brandy.
They did not want to leave until all barrels and glasses were empty...” This
resulted in “great trouble and quarrels with all the Indian people... and great
filth and stench, and everything within reach was stolen from him as it could
not be protected because of the great number of people.”” And this was not
the end of the transaction. After the purchase, the buyers, going to assess the
land, had to supply food, drink and presents every time that they encountered
the native sellers, which was frequent. Brant Aertz van Slichtenhorst, director
of the colony of Rensselaerswyck, wrote that he “would not want to advise
the gentlemen to buy any land from the Indians, unless they had people to
populate the places. Otherwise, daily costs would be higher than the purchase
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itself... If one does not immediately occupy the land, one has to give presents
every time
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