








 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





This project for the Columbia Land Conservancy was supported with 

funding from the New York State Conservation Partnership Program 

(NYSCPP) and New York's Environmental Protection Fund. The 

NYSCPP is administered by the Land Trust Alliance, in coordination with 

the state Department of Environmental Conservation. 

Support in this research has come, over the last twenty two years, from a 

number of scholars. A number of Hudson Valley researchers of indigenous 

history, above all my good friend, Raymond Whritenour, have been 

extraordinarily helpful over the years. Others to whom I am indebted to 

for help include (but are not limited to) linguists Ives Goddard, John 

O’Meara, and Carl Masthay, who have all been kind and helpful in 

answering my many questions over the years, as has James Rementer, 

Lenape linguist and ethnographer. Other scholars who have been helpful 

include, above all, J. Michael Smith as well as James Folts, Tom Arne 

Midtrød, David Oestreicher, and the archival staff at the American 

Philosophical Society, New York State Archives and New York State 

Library. I also am grateful to Dr. Jeffrey Corbin for sharing his research 

via the sandplains GeoTiff, enormously helpful in locating areas of 

possible former pitch pine flats. 

This work was also not possible without the previous work of the late 

Shirley Dunn, who spent so many decades examining land deeds to better 

understand the Mohican People, as well as the works of Conrad and 

Claudia Vispo, who have done more to understand the Columbia County 

landscape than anyone. Finally, nothing could have been accomplished 

without the many years of work by the staff of Hudsonia Ltd., whose 

encyclopedic knowledge of Hudson Valley ecology will shape future 

researchers’ work for many generations to come. 

Finally, I am indebted to the many friends and connections I have made 

with Mohican/Lenape People over the years and to my loving 

grandparents, parents, brothers and wife, Anna, for always pushing me 

onward and for being such an incredible support at all times.
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Seller signatures from 1733 Indian deed to Gerrit Johannesse 

Lansingh and Robert Lansingh for a tract of land called 

Kaghkamekack. At least four of the sellers belonged to the 

Wolf Clan; in this deed, two drew Wolf Clan signatures. 

NYS Archives, A0272-78 V11, p. 131. 























Ancient dugout canoe found in the mud of the Hackensack River, NJ. 

NMAI Collections, 2/9013 

Hafted celt from Dutchess County NY found 

in pond muck. 

Skinner, 1909: 161. 

Mohican celt from Waterford on Hudson 

River, Saratoga County  

NMAI 23/8099 
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A characteristic Mohican amhãan or 

spoon of ash wood. This particular spoon 

likely dates to some point before 1680. 

The beaver effigy on this spoon (and other 

spoons) represents peace and plenty (as 

does the beaver tail symbol – a common 

stamped decoration on bark containers 

and baskets). The second image is the 

back of handle. 

Steven Michaan Collection of North 

American Tribal Art 









Pitted hammerstones for cracking acorns, chestnuts and 

hickory nuts. Found in Greenport Center. 

NMAI 12/488 
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 ‘moldy-(berry).’ Both species are 

valued to 
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https://www.mohican.com/
https://www.munsee.ca/
http://delawarenation.on.ca/
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https://www.sixnations.ca/
https://www.delawarenation-nsn.gov/
https://delawaretribe.org/






https://www.usgennet.org/usa/ny/county/columbia/clav/indexclav.htm
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