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the lay of the land

updates from President Troy Weldy

About the cover image:
Taking a sunset sound
bath at Overmountain in
Ancram.

Opposite page:

An osprey soaring above

the Hudson River. Visit this
or nine other properties at
events this fall - register at

Columbialand.org/Events.

The anticipation of adventure
1s its own special kind of thrill.
Every possibility is open!

Your imagination can run
wild through different fantasy
worlds! You can imagine
different versions of yourself!
Anything can happen.

It was with this great sense

of wonder, openness, and
possibility that a group of staff
and members of the Board of
Trustees convened a team to
discuss a vision for the public
lands CLC stewards.

CLC opened the Greenport
property in 1994, followed
shortly after by Drowned
Lands (Ancram) in 1995. In
the three decades since, eight
more properties throughout the
county have followed. During
the visioning process, the team
considered the properties as a
whole and individually.

Facilitator Julia Solomon of
Shadbush Consulting helped
the group to answer both big
theoretical questions like “Why
does CLC own and manage
public land?” and more specific
ones about how each individual
property could best live up to
its potential. This work lays the
foundation for developing more
specific management plans for
each property over the course of
the next three years.

The visioning process uncovered
shared goals for all of the sites.

Public lands are places where
habitats are protected - trails
and built features minimize
impact on sensitive ecosystems
and resources are managed
actively to keep them healthy in
the face of a changing climate.

Public lands are also sources of
inspiration. People interested
in stewarding land better can
come to a CLC property and learn
about techniques they can apply
at home. Visitors leave feeling
more deeply connected with
nature, and have a desire to care
for land.

Public lands are welcoming
and accessible. People know
they exist and are welcome to
visit. Trails and amenities are
accessible. There are a variety of
experiences possible all year.

What will this look like at the
individual properties? It depends!
The team agreed that not every
property was suited to the same
management techniques.

Though this adventure has
already begun, I'm still excited
about what the future holds. I
hope you are too.

Troy Weldy
President

P.S. Want to chat more about
anything mentioned in this
newsletter? Be in touch at
Troy.Weldy@ColumbiaLand.org
or 518.557.1762.



-

-

fiand Hollow New: Eebanon)

Balanced spaces

Where we celebrate all the landscape has to offer

The places: Hand Hollow (New Lebanon), High Falls (Philmont), Schor (Red Rock),
Siegel-Kline Kill (Ghent)

The vibes: Every balanced space is a little different. With the exception of High Falls, which is
CLC’s most-visited property, you may only see a few people when you visit. Each of these sites

1s home to multiple land uses. Hand Hollow includes fields, forests, and lakes whose levels rise
and fall depending on how busy the beavers have been. High Falls once powered the Village

of Philmont, and includes sensitive habitats and rare plants. Schor features hunting, a fishing
pond, and a community pavilion. The fields at Siegel-Kline Kill are mowed by a local farmer,
while the stream is stocked with trout. Trails are well-maintained, but there are fewer amenities
than at Gathering Spaces.

Future plans: CLC plans to install an improved overlook and interpretive signage at High
Falls that will allow for more people enjoy the view and connect with the site’s history.
Forest management projects are underway at Schor, and a possibility at Hand Hollow. Small
Interpretive trails focused on plant species are planned for each site.
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Gathering places

Where we come together to enjoy nature

The places: Greenport (Hudson), Ooms (Chatham),
Overmountain (Ancram)

The vibes: These are CLC’s most-visited properties,
frequently hosting educational programs, community
events, and workshops. You bring your friends to
gathering places when they visit and you want to show
them why you love living here. They include more built
features, like gazebos and picnic tables. Overmountain
has a variety of trails - some that are family-friendly
and others that are suitable for more rugged hiking.

Future plans: At Greenport, CLC is seeking funds

to expand the Access for All Trail along an existing
loop, and connect to the City of Hudson. At Ooms, CL.C
hopes to increase access to pond with a kayak launch
and improved seating. Habitat restoration projects
and interpretive signage are planned for all three
properties.

Overmountain (Ancram)

Tranquil oases

Where we seek solitude and connect with
the beauty of the land

The places: Borden’s (Chatham), Drowned Lands
Swamp (Ancram), Harris (Austerlitz)

The vibes: Head to a tranquil oasis to escape. You may
be the only person on the trails, but you're likely to
share these quiet forests with birds, salamanders, and
other wildlife.

Fewer people come to these properties than others.
Trails, signage, and built features are limited and
rustic in order to protect sensitive habitats. Public
programs are held here less frequently, and focus on
low-impact activities like birdwatching and wildlife
observation.

Future plans: CLC plans to install a small wooden
bridge at Harris to address issues with mud and protect
seasonal streams along the Salamander Loop.




Three fabulous fall finds

Big views at Schor
Take the Summit Trail to the top of the hill

Park at 58 Shore View Drive, Canaan

Take the Red Fox Loop around Jon’s Pond to the Summit
Trail. Continue back the way you came, or complete the Red
Fox Loop for a longer hike. The Summit Trail is packed earth,
rocky, and forested, with a typical grade of 14%.

Total distance: 1.2 miles out and back, 1.8 miles if you
complete the entire loop.

Soak it all in at Ooms
Take a walk on the new boardwalk!

Park at 480 Rock City Road, Chatham, NY in the main lot.
Venture down Heron Hill in the direction of Junction 1 (to your
right while facing Sutherland Pond from the parking lot).
Total distance: 1 mile to the gazebo and back; 1.5 miles for

the entire Pond Loop. The trail is a mowed grass path that is
mostly in the sun, with a maximum grade of 14%.

Quiet forests at Hand Hollow
Follow the Beaver Byway through autumn splendor

Park at 4079 County Road 9, East Chatham, NY.

Take the Beaver Byway to Meizinger Lake. The Byway is 1.6
miles one-way, so continue until you're ready to turn around!
Total distance: Up to 3.2 miles on a trail that includes
meadow, packed earth, exposed roots, and gravel. The trail is
mostly forested, with a maximum grade of 17% and an average
of 5% (slightly less than a standard wheelchair ramp).

AR Sy
¥
o ;ﬁ

Schor, Red Roek " "



In your words

stories from the land

Lé Many of these flowers I'm growing will be distributed
through the Hudson Valley Flower Collective, which brings together other
small farms like mine and connects them with local designers.
It's great to be able to grow on protected land
and be part of such a thriving farm community.

I never thought this would be possible - thanks, CLC!
Blake (and Emmylou) Hill
Hussman Hollow Flower Farm

In 2021, a landowner in Livingston contacted CLC to explore conservation options for a small
piece of farmland. Although these requests are common, this property was unique. It was a
small, vacant plot owned by someone who wasn’t actively farming it, but the owner wanted to
use it to help a local farmer.

CLC staff visited the land and saw its potential as a productive farm. The landowner agreed to
donate the property, CLC protected it with a conservation easement, and then began an open
process to find a local farmer interested in buying the land at an affordable price.

That search led to Blake Hill, owner of Hussman Hollow Flower Farm. Blake had been renting
land, which made it hard for him to grow his business. In July 2024, Blake officially purchased
the land. The conservation agreement also protects the land’s natural features, like the wooded
area by Taghkanic Creek. We can’t wait to see what he grows next!
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Geology Walk

September 15

10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
Greenport, outside Hudson

Chatham Area Farm Tour
September 21

10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Various farms throughout Chatham
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Addressee
Address
Address

City, State Zip

Columbia Land Conservancy
49 Main Street
Chatham, NY 12037
Columbialand.org

Land Camp

October 3 from 4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
October 19 from 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Overmountain, Ancram

Volunteer Thank You
November 16

10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
Schor

Register in advance!
Visit ColumbialLand.org/events
Text “hello” to 518.535.3252
Scan the QR code




